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LIVING SPACE — COCKBURN CENTRAL 
Statement by Minister for Housing 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Housing) [2.04 pm]: I rise to advise the house of the 
success to date of Living Space at Cockburn Central. Members may be aware of the complex at Cockburn 
Central. This new development introduces an innovative mix of affordable rental and home ownership options to 
the Cockburn Central area. 

Living Space is a transport-oriented development located only 200 metres from the Cockburn train station and in 
close proximity to a major shopping centre and the Murdoch health and education precincts, which includes the 
new Fiona Stanley Hospital. This development offers a range of affordable housing options for those on modest 
incomes. Living Space is a five-building, 136-unit mixed residential and commercial development comprising 
one, two and three-bedroom units that will provide both home ownership and rental opportunities to meet the 
needs of a range of households. Twenty-nine units are being sold through the Department of Housing’s Opening 
Doors affordable sales program, with a large proportion of these being offered under the shared home ownership 
scheme. A key innovation is the allocation of 52 units for a trial affordable rental program for key workers who 
meet certain income and asset eligibility criteria. These units will be rented at 20 per cent below market rent. Six 
units in the development will be leased for commercial use, and 26 allocated for social housing. Four units have 
also been allocated for sale to social housing tenants transitioning to home ownership. 
The public response to the development has been outstanding. Phases 1 and 2 sale of units under the Opening 
Doors program have almost sold out, with a similar response expected for 23 units to be sold as part of the third 
and final phase. The affordable rental units have also proved very popular, with the first tenants moving in in 
February this year. This mix of integrated rental facilities and private ownership is being offered for the first time 
on this scale in a single development by the Department of Housing. The department continues to develop 
innovative programs such as this to meet our target of providing 20 000 additional homes by 2020 as part of the 
government’s affordable housing strategy. 
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